THE

RED ' DIAMOND

The official publication of The Society of the Fifth Division, United States Army.
Volume MMXXI Ed.4 November 2021 Annual Dues: $15

GOD BLESS ALL VETERANS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

“WE WILL”

Deadline for submission of articles for the next Edition: January 10, 2022



drkoc
Typewriter
100 years


The Red Diamond

NOVEMBER 2021

2020-2021 Society of the Fifth Division Officers — Roster

PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENTS

* *Maj. Gen. Hanson E. Elyz (1919-22,24-25)
« *Col. Philip J. McCook(1922-23)
« *Dr. E. C. Morton (1925-28)
* *Maj. Gen. Paul B. Malone (1929-30)
« *Capt. Peter Murphy (1930)
« *Maj. Walter E. Aebischer (1930-32)
« *Capt. Peter P. Zion (1932-34)
« *W. Walter Healy (1934-35)
« *Lloyd A. Reder (1935-37)
« *Col. Henry Clay Bate (1937-38)
« *William Barton Bruce, Sr. (1938-39)
* *Emil Everts (1939-41)
« *A. Lincoln Bradbury (1941-45)
« *William Gibbs (1945-46)
« *John W. Fonner (1946-48)
« *William L. McGrory (1948-49)
« *Kenyon Stevenson (1949-50)
« *Charles A. O’Connell, Jr. (1950-51)
« *John H. Pflaum (1951-53)
« *Frederick F. Specht (1953-54)
« *John H. Baskin (1954-55)
« *Walter R. Stout (1955-57)
« *Frank H. Deane (1957-58)
« *Edward Pivovar (1958-59)
« *T. Earl McNaney (1956-60)
« *Russell S. Fisher (1960-62)
* *Gordon S. Henry (1962-63)
« *John J. Madison (1963-65)
« *Herbert K. Webb (1965-66)
« *Charles P. DeRose (1966-67)
« *Victor Dunneback (1967-68)
« *Winston Roche (1968-69)
« *Ervin J. Kotowski (1969-70
« *Herbert Ginsburgh (1970-71)
« *Aubrey Prewitt (1971-72)
* *Michael S. O’Donnell (1972-73)
« *Virgil Scheibel (1973-74)
* *Frank Kolimaga (1974-75)
« *Kenneth Anderson (1975-76)
« *Howard Singer (1976-77)
« *Robert Young (1977-78)
« *Stanley Piotrowski (1978-79)
« *George Bachman (1979-80)
* Harry Arquette (1980-81)
« William Stanfield (1981-82)
* *Guido Bemasconi (1982-83)
« *Msgr. Harold Prudell (1983-84)
« *Chester Ball (1984-85)
« *William Colon (1985-86)
« *Robert Graves (1986-87)
« *Herman Schell (1987-88)
« William Stanfield (1988-89)
« *John Goodman (1989-90)
« *William Upham (1990-91)
* Bradley Brewer (1991-92)
« Harry Arquette (1992-93)
« *Robert Rochon (1993-94)
« *Charles Coco (1994-95)
* Michael Giannini (1995-96)
« *Don Brown (1996-97)
« *Cullen Slone (1997-98)
« Jay Balderson (1998-99)
« *Jimmy C. Walker (1999-2000)
* *Mickey McCoy (2000-01)
« Carl M. Hiestand (2001-02)
* Robert M. Rochell (2002-03)
« James A. Landry (2003-04)
« Mike Sperling (2004-05)
« Phil Maniscalo (2005-07)
« Jim Spiller (2007-08)
« Pat Andreoni (2008-09)
« James “JJ” Jackson (2009-10)
« Bernie “Buck” Kean (2010-12)
« Steve Wheat (2012-13)
* Bobby Moody (2013-2014)
« Wayne Cumer (2014-2015)
« Robb Robetson (2015-2016)
* Bob Dudley (2016-2017)
Dennis Thompson (2017-2018)
Alex Candelaria/Steve Wheat (2018-2019)
Hal Roller (2019-2020)
Louis Pepi (2020-2021)

* Deceased

President Gary Haverman-Jeanne 712-830-6081 gary.haverman@gmail.com Btry C 5thBn 4th Arty VN

1st Vice Pres. Hal Roller-Sheryl 913-526-9642 hal.roller@outlook.net CoA 1stBn 61st Inf VN

2nd Vice Pres. Clyde (Bud) Wagner 717-348-1105 budwagner95@gmail.com CoA 1stBN 61st Inf VN

Secretary Scott Murrah 817-229-7699 sec5thid@yahoo.com CoA,B,HHC 4thBn 6th Inf Panama
Treasurer George B. Shoener-Andrea 410-253-0710 gshoener@goeaston.net CoA 7th Eng.Bn VN
Historian Roger Allen 904-631-3617 campreddevil@gmail.com Co A 75th Support Bn VN
Chaplain Ron VanBeek-Crystel 312-343-0678 zfirim@gmail.com Co D 1st Bn 11th Inf VN
Judge Adv. Phil Maniscalco-Sandy 860-961-6450 pmanis@cox.net Co D 1st Bn 11th Inf VN
Editor David R. Kocan-Linda 410-804-1335 drkocan@verizon.net Co C 1st Bn 61st Inf VN

Past Pres. Louis Pepi-Pat 508-280-0399 lapepi@charter.net Co A 1st Bn 61st Inf VN
Past Pres. Stephen Wheat-Sandra 618-334-8410 wheatsco@gmail.com CoAlstBn61st Inf VN

STAFF OFFICERS

Web Adm. Joe Boman-Mary 913-422-9255 mj9119@sunflower.com
Quartermaster Dennis Coulter-Terrie 417-414-5680 dwcoulter@ @aol.com MPPIt.HHC1stBde VN

Advisory Committee
All Executive Board members (above)
All Active Past Presidents

Robert Rochell — Libby

1129 Castle Bluff Circle « Waco TX 76712
Cell: 254-723-3280

e: rrochell@msn.com

HHB, A Battery 5/4 Artillery

Jim Spiller — Joanne

500 Pearson Circle Apt 4011 Frederick, Md. 21702
Home: 301-662-2752 ¢ Cell: 301-788-5459

e: spiller612@gmail.com

HHC, 1/77 Armor

James Balderson — Jackie

905 Sutton Place ¢ Richmond, IN 47347

Phone: 765-966-7175 « e: jaybalderson@yahoo.com
Co D, 1/11 Infantry

Robert Dudley

16385 148th Street « Bonner Springs, KS
66012-9373

Phone: 913-422-3543 « e: colrdudley@aol.com

Mike Sperling

14503 E. 257th Avenue * Brush Prairie, WA 98606
Home: 360-892-7639 ¢ Cell: 360-798-7111

e: sperlingmichael@hotmail.com

HHC Recon, 1/61 Infantry

Bernie “Buck” Kean — Mary

498 Ebenezer Road ¢ Ellijay, GA 30536
Home: 706-273-1793 « Cell: 770-361-6670
e: Buck5div@wildblue.net

Co D, 1/11 Infantry

Wayne Cumer — Darlene Kopp

150 Cumer Lane « Burgettstown, PA 15021
Home: 724-947-3859 « Cell: 724-622-6564
e: weumer371@verizon.net

HHC Recon, 1/61 Infantry

James “JJ”” Jackson — Karen

P.O. Box 1845 « Cold Springs, TX 77331
Home: 936-767-4229 « Cell: 713-560-0008
HHC Recon, 1/61 Infantry

Representatives at large
. Northeast
John Ginty
845-687-7051
New Paltz, N.Y.

Joseph Rahie

14560 Lakeside Circle, Apt. 244

Sterling Heights, MI 48313-1354

Phone: 586-803-3082

Co M, 2nd Infantry Regt
Southeast

Col. Henry Neill (Ret)

7417 Jenna Road < Springfield, VA

22153-1349

Home: 703-569-5397 « e: reatta@mac.com

A Co, 75th Support Battalion

Gary Barard

1660 Esprit Court * Atlanta, GA 30331-8428
Home: 404-349-8247 « e: gbarard@aol.com
Co A, 75th Support Bn.

West

Dennis Coulter 417-414-5680
4118 E. Stanford St. Springfield, Mo.,65809
dwcoulterl@aol.com

Ray Collins

1230 Phillips Street * Long Beach, CA 90805-4854
Home: 562-428-6243 « e: raymcl8@aol.com

HHC Recon, 1/61 Infantry

Vietnam
Nick Pink

40662 Lizabeth  Sterling Heights, MI 48313-4037
Home: 360-892-7639 « Cell: 360-798-7111
Co D, 1/11 Infantry

Vernon Songeroth

930 Timber Ridge Road * Princeton, IL 61356-2886
Home: 815-872-4171

Co D, 1/11 Infantry




Page 3 Red Diamond November2021

A Message from the President
Gary Haverman

| want to begin by saying a heartfelt “Thank you” and “Congratulations” to past President, Lou Pepi and his wife,
Pat, for a very successful and memorable 100th reunion. The Crowne Plaza , the tours, meetings, banquets and
of course that great hospitality room were all planned and ran without a hitch. Great job, Lou!! I will be looking
forward to seeing you when all the past President’s stand up to be recognized at our next reunion in Springfield,
Missouri. What a proud group to be a part of!

| was truly humbled, honored and proud to have taken the oath to become your President of the Society of the
Fifth Division at our reunion, in Providence, Rhode Island. It was a very moving and memorable moment in time
when Bob Duley, placed the President’s pin on my coat lapel. FYI, he was my lieutenant in Vietham when we
served in that God forsaken place known as Charlie 2. Also, | was very proud to introduce my lovely wife,
Jeanne and your First Lade of the Society of the Fifth Division. | gave her credit for urging me to attend my first
reunion held in St. Louis, Missouri where | got hooked and now plan on coming as long as | am able.

Jeanne and | had a great time after the banquet on Sunday night as we talked to old met new friends. Life was
great but as the old saying goes, “If you want to make God laugh, just tell him what you plan on doing. “We
began to head back to our home in lowa about mid-morning the next day when Jeanne felt something was not
right. When she looked in a mirror, she noticed that her smile was off and her right lip was drooping. We
decided to call 911 and they had an ambulance meet us at an exit along interstate 90 in New York. We told the
young EMT that we thought Jeanne may be having a stroke. He ran her through some quick tests and said, “I'm
not sure what is going on with you right now, but | do know you are not having a stroke.” He told us to see our
doctor in lowa as soon as we got back.

On Thursday, September 16th, we met with her doctor. After some similar tests, he ordered a CT scan which
indicated there was something on the front left side of her brain. On September 18th, an MRI was done in the
morning and by 6:00pm, we had gotten the word that it looked like a tumor. We met with neurosurgeon on the
21st in Des Moines. After reviewing her scan, he referred us to a doctor at the Mayo Clinic because of the
location of the “tumor”. He also told us he thought that it looked more malignant than benign. This was not the
news that we wanted to hear.

| felt they put us in the fast lane, because by Thursday we were headed to the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN, for
a consultation with the neurosurgeon, Dr. Parney. When he looked at the MRI results, he thought it was a little
different and felt like it could be an abscess rather than a tumor. On Monday, September 27th, Jeanne had
another MRI and there was more evidence that it was an abscess and that was the way they approached it.

It was a successful surgery and another MRI had provided proof all the abscess had been removed. However,
this abscess has caused some damage with some function loss of the right hand, her speech and cognitive
thinking. With that said, she started rehabilitation with speech, physical and occupational therapy at Mayo and
then we traveled to Centerpoint Medical Center in Independence, MO, for a week of intense therapy. After three
weeks away from home, we returned on October 14th. She will continue to participate in therapy at home and
two days a week at a nearby hospital. | have been trained on how to administer IV antibiotics three times a day,
hopefully only until November 22nd.

Here is the story within this story, this abscess that began to grow in her brain started from what Jeanne calls, a
“Damn dog-bite”, that she received from a dog attack on August 19th, while we were out on our morning walk.
They told us that this is a very unusual bacteria and it is the first time they have seen these bacteria come from
a dog bite, so they are using her as a case study.

We want to thank you all for your thoughts and prayers in this difficult time. | will be looking forward to a better
message for the Red Diamond next time!

God Bless,
Gary Haverman
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A Message from the 1st Vice
President Hal Roller

Happy Veterans Day
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A Message from our 2nd
Vice President
Bud Wagner

Happy Veterans Day
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A Message from our Chaplain
Ron VanBeek

Christian Message. Genesis Christmas

Text: Lord...I have seen Thy Salvation. Luke 2:30
In the Garden of Eden, after he had sinned, God Graciously revealed His First Christmas, to Adam. For that
first Christmas there, God killed and sacrificed a lamb, and then clothed Adam and Eve with its coat. That slain
Lamb symbolized and pointed to Jesus Christ, God's Son, Whom He was willing to allow to die on the Cross, so
that He could save sinners. In Gen. 3:15, we see God Giving the Promise of that first, Christmas, where God
Promised, that His Son, Jesus Christ, would come in the fulness of time. There Adam, was Given to see the
meaning and Person of Christmas, Jesus Christ, and to understand the Eternal meaning of this Promise.
Though Adam deserved death, for his great covenant sin, He might now say, by Promise, Lord, | have seen Thy
Salvation. He said, | have seen the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, Who is my Salvation. Never the less, it would
be nearly 4000 more years, before the Person of Jesus, The God/Man, would actually be born in Bethlehem.
For all these years, Christianity, lived upon this Divine Promise, by Faith. That faith was so often relentlessly
assaulted by satan, so that it, for thousands of years, appeared only as a dim light, on the distant horizon. Yet,
Faith, believed, what was told them that, what God had Promised, would most most certainly come to pass.
That Light of Promise appeared so dim, so many times nearly extinguished during those long, difficult, dark
years, by counterfeit, and heathen religions. For we know that satan is able to so cunningly disguise himself,
that he can appear as an angel of light, even within Christianity. Tragically, All the earth lay in spiritual
darkness, during that time, with only the tiny country of Israel, Blessed with the bright spotlight of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Despite these Divine Blessing, Christendom dwindled, as Israel’'s Christianity, departed from God,
31 times in history. Each time, God destroyed His Corrupt Church, leaving only a small remnant, who
continued steadfast in Genesis's Christmas Promise, and remained Faithful, to Him. True Christianity had
dwindled down to such a small number, that there was only one women, left of the Tribe of David, from whom
this Promised Savior, Jesus, could be born. It was this small Christian remnant, that was on hand to meet, the
Baby Jesus. But one is enough for God, and in the fullness of time, The Holy Spirt came upon her, and we see
Mary, great with child, Giving Birth, to The Son of God, in Bethlehem’s Stable. Even in this, that Miraculous
Birth, satan forced it that it had to be in a barn, a stable, for there was no room in the inn, no room in the world,
for such poor and despised people, as Mary and Joseph. So low had respect for Christianity sunk in the world,
and in people’s minds, that His mother had to resort to put Him in a animal feeding trough, to there lay the most
precious child, ever born on earth. However, nearby, at Bethlehem, a small, isolated, remnant of Christian
Shepards, rejoiced, when the host of singing angels, suddenly appeared and announced the Birth of Jesus, and
that He lay in a manger nearby. The Shepards rushed to Bethlehems stable, to worship Jesus. There lay their
Savior, who had been Promised 4000 years earlier. He had come; according to God's Genesis Promise. And
8 days later, when Mary and Joseph travel to the Temple to circumcise Jesus, there we see another remnant of
Christians. It was made up of old Simeon, and widow Anna, waiting there to meet the King of Kings, the long
awaited Messiah, according to God’s Genesis Promise. In the Temple, Old Simeon took up the Baby Jesus in
his withered old arms, and uttered the precious words of Christmas. Lord, | have seen Thy Salvation. Simeon
saw in the Baby Jesus, Whom he held; God’s Eternal Plan for Salvation for all sinners in the world. He saw by
faith, that God would use The Blood and Sacrifice of this Christ, to cleanse all sinners. Now, Obviously, we can
not hold the Baby Jesus in our arms today; but when we hold the Bible, the Word of God in our hands, by Grace
we can see Jesus, shining between His Words. Is He; your Salvation.
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A Message from the Editor
Dave Kocan

God Bless the Veterans and
their families, Amen.

The cover is from my best friend and brother Joe Piechoinski that he
did on the Piechocinski Family Farm in Ewing, Mo. Thanks Joe.

Are times changing or are we getting old. Is it time to change
the format of our reunions?? A lot of the organizations that |
belong to have cut back of the formality and time of reunions.

| noticed that | was not only family leaving on Sunday. Is it time
to re-think our procedure or do we stay with the rotary phone?

The following pages will be pictures of the 100th Anniversary.

| selected and tried to get everyone at least once. | do
apologize if | missed anyone. The balance of the pictures is on
our website. When submitting pictures in the future please
make sure you identify the people. This makes it easier on us
who have trouble remembering names.

A round of applause for Lou Pepi and his family, for the great
job they did for us all in wonderful Rhode Island. Thanks Lou

Good Luck and thoughts and prayers to Gary and Jeanne
Haverman. We all wish you the best during this time and may
Jeanne heal quickly. Gary | know that playing nurse and
organizing the coming reunion is not easy, please ask for help if
there is anything that | can do. God Bless.
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Installment #1
A Day in Hell on the DMZ—May 21, 1971

Starting with this issue, | am going to preview parts of my latest manuscript—A Day in Hell on the DMZ (The
Rocket Attack on Firebase Charlie 2 in Vietham—May 21, 1971) in this newsletter. Many will recognize the
names of your comrades and the places—such as Ambush Alley, Dizzy's place, the Punch Bowl, Camp J J
Carroll, LZ Stud, Vandergrift, Ca Lu, Khe Sahn Razorback, Co Roc Mountain, The Rockpile, Eagles Nest, Red
Devil Road, Ca Lu, Lao Bao and many others.

| initially focus on the months in late 1970 and early 1971 that lead up to and the mission in operations Dewey
Canyon 2 and Lam Son 719 through several units. The first is Alpha Company, 1st of the 615t Infantry and the
story is told through the eyes of A Company platoon leaders, NCOs and troopers, including the writings and
memoirs of Captain Robert Dean, their company commander.

| also focus on C Battery of the 5th of the 4th Artillery and the remote emplacements up and down Ambush
Alley on the Laotian border during the above mentioned operations. They are told through their Fire Direction
Officer, then Lieutenant Robert Dudley, and several of his battery crewmen.

The third focus is on Alpha Company, of the 7th Engineers, through their commanding officer, then Captain
George Shoener and his second platoon leader Lieutenant Robert Sokoloski and their building of two pinioger
roads and tank trails, sometimes under enemy fire—Red Devil Road and Red Devil Lane in mountainous
country with many stream crossings north of Khe Sahn and QL-9. These roads were to act as alternative routes
should Route 9 have been cut by NVA forces. This partion of the book also highlights the work of Sp4 Steven
Warner, a news correspondent with the U S Army Information Service attached to Sokoloski's second
platoon—Vietnam's answer to Emie Pyle. He was killed by NVA RPG fire during the road construction. His
writings during his tour are extensive and unique.

The book culminates with the Rocket Attack in May, where 30 were killed and 33 or more were burried to
varrying extents. Itis told in the words of those that helped with the search and rescue as well as those that
were burried in the rubble of the bunker. Finally, there is the retiring of the brigade colors upon the 5th leaving
Vietnam.

There will be more to come on these individual subjects in future issues, but this month | include the Introduction
of the hook as a starting point. It highlights two special men—one an enlisted man who died from injuries in the
bunker and the other—who left Vietnam by Dustoff a second time in as many tours. Please forgive proofing
errors as that is in process right now by the publisher. This is the raw manuscript. LP
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Introduction

It has been a long journey that has brought me to the writing of my second hook on the Vietnam
experience—first hand and through the memories of my brothers in arms. It started back in 1968 with my
decision to take a one-year hiatus from my higher education at Worcester Polytechnic Institute. It was late
December of 1968 and everyone tried to talk me out of it—Dr. Plumb, Dean Brown, Dean Van Der Vees—and
of course, my dad. | would not listen, and within a month, | received a draft notice. It was before the draft
lottery and | always wondered how | was picked so soon. Coincidentally, one of our neighbors served on the
local draft board of our town. He will remain unnamed. This man, most certainly put me at the head of the list
after hearing by word of mouth that | withdrew from college a few days earlier. | received my draft notice not
long after.

But, without realizing it—this man helped me conquer every adversity in my life going forward, because he put
me alongside some of the bravest and most caring men | have ever known—men who would be role models for
me for the rest of my life. Thank you, sir, for putting me in the company of these men. Their lasting memory
have given me resolve to fight alcoholism, drug abuse and the throes of PTSD—and every other adversity in my
life. He unknowingly, was a catalyst for me that toughened my resolve and inner strength by setting off an
aggression in me that helped me survive vicious bloody battles and heartbreaking friendly fire incidents in
Vietnam. Thank you again for unwittingly giving me the life that | have had. | would not trade it for anything.
Thank you for the men | have met who are now my brothers.

Some of these brothers, | have known personally—others | have known through the memories of others. Here
are two of them—the first that | met through the memories of his brothers in arms, and the second that | met
personally at a military reunion.

The Universal Soldier—JC Summerlin

JC Summerlin was born on August 1, 1950. If one could quantify his short life, he was he was an average
American in transition from youth to adult life in 1970. You could say he was the universal soldier and he fit all
the standard criteria.

He is five feet two, and he's six feet four

He fights with missiles and with spears

He is all of thirty-one, and he's only seventeen

He's been a soldier for a thousand years

He's a Catholic, a Hindu, an atheist, a Jain

A Buddhist and a Baptist and a Jew

And he knows, he shouldn't kill

And he knows he always will (Sainte-Marie, 1964)
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He was raised in a very small unincorporated community called Wallace, in Alabama. It is located on the west
side of Little Escambia Creek. Wallace is within a Grid Square of where most all of that wing of his family had
lived since before the Civil War. He was the fifth of six children in his family (4 boys and 2 girls). All throughout
his youth his Aunt Ruthie said that he suffered from constant severe pain in both of his legs. The cause was
never known, his mother had to rub alcohol on his legs almost daily during his childhood. It seems to have not
carried over into his adult life and he never mentioned this pain to the guys that served with him in Vietnam.

He graduated from Flomaton High School, approximately fourteen miles south of Wallace and eleven miles
northwest of Brewton, Alabama. He graduated from Flomaton in 1968 and he played on the football team. His
father, Leonard Summerlin, drove heavy equipment for the Escambia County Public Works Department. His
mother Ruthie, did not work outside the home, having plenty to do as she raised six children.

At the time JC was drafted on April 10, 1970—his lottery number was 111—while he was attending the
University of South Alabama in Mobile, Alabama. He could have taken a deferment, but he did not. He was also
dating at the time he was drafted, but never married. As is depicted on his headstone, fishing was a big part of
his childhood and his formative years. His only remaining sister, Janice Boutwell, told family member Troy
Smith, that when he was about to board the plane at the airport in Mobile to leave for Vietnam, he told her
“You'll never see me again”. That was the last thing he ever said to her. His given name—JC—are not initials
and do not stand for anything in particular. JC was born prematurely and it kind of caught everyone by surprise.
At the hospital, his father Leonard was asked what name they wanted on the birth certificate and he came up
with JC on the spot.

On the afternoon of May 21, 1971, JC was in a recreational bunker for enlisted men, which was the only place in
northernmost South Vietnam where you could get cold beer and soda. He was with two of his best friends, Joe
Gayoso and Bruce “Boston” Walmsley. JC told Boston and Gayoso that he had just received a letter from a
former third platoon member—Ace Hollywood—who had recently rotated back home to California. As they
raised their beers to finish them, a 122 Rocket with a time delayed fuse hit the roof of the bunker. All three were
injured and buried in the rubble. Boston survived and the other two did not. They were all just twenty years old.

A Born Leader of Men—Robert Dean

Let me describe my first, and only, meeting with Robert Dean—one of the central characters of this my latest
narrative. | first met himin 2014 at the Nashville reunion. His men still addressed him as Captain Dean. He
was a man of nearly seventy then, but still had the glint of youth in his eyes, as you would see in some older
man, still appearing fit and in the prime of his life. He was a true warrior and patriot—and the archetype of what
that should be. You could tell that he was a man who was cool under fire, who could always come up with the
correct decision. He had that look. | was introduced to him as a fellow Alpha Company trooper who was in that
unit prior to his command and instantly, he made me feel a part of the contingent of Alpha Company men that
seemed to be with him all weekend. He was told that | was writing a book. He had a genuine interest in my
writings and | remember distinctly his words of encouragement. Several years later, those words helped me
continue at times when | couldn't find a publisher that would take on a first-time writer.

Dean was beloved by his men as all have told me. His record shows that he always made the sound decision,
neither too early or too late; he kept his composure in battle, disciplined when he had to, but gave slack when it
was warranted.

Dean passed away in 2018 and | feel honored to have been a part of the Ceremony of the Rose as part of his
flag folding detail before the members and their families of the Saciety of the Fifth Division in San Diego, in
September of 2019. | hope also to honor this Alpha Company commander in some small way with this book
and, although my simple words will surely fail to express the sum total of this man, | will defer to the famous
piece of wisdom below that describes Captain Robert Dean to a tee.
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If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or being hated, don't give way to hating,

And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise

Or walk with Kings - nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,

If all men count with you, but none too much;
Then yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And - which is more - you'll be a Man (Kipling)
Copywrite Louis A Pepi 2021



Page 19 Red Diamond November 2021

Hello all,

This is the first time | have turned on my computer since the reunion. | have been up in Maine, since Saturday
running in the woods with Trooper my new Shepherd pup, re-blazing the property lines of my 100-acre wood lot
& assessing the timber. As they say, “The sap is running freely”. I've hiked the nearly 11000 feet of boundary
with a backpack full lunch(for trooper and 1), fresh water, nippers, bucksaw, a spray gun and three quarts of
orange marking paint. Oh—and carrying a Stihl Rancher chainsaw & a gallon of gas. Tired at night ,but a good
feeling.

It looks like many areas are ready for select cutting this winter. I've been picking apples from my orchard for
canned-applesauce and frozen pies. Pat & Gretchen are on the way up with all the paraphernalia for that. I'm
going out lobstering near Hog Island with my neighbor tomorrow. I've sighted in several of my rifles & my
cross-bow in preparation for deer season. Lots of buck sign in the woods. | re-painted the walls of my game
room. My life has been on hold—but not anymore. Life is good.

Speaking now as a private citizen, thank you all for the immense help with putting together our recent reunion in
Providence, Rhode Island—even if it was just a calm word to talk me off the ledge as the pressure built the last
six weeks. | know that | may have called some of you ad nauseum the final month before D-Day and H-Hour.
You know who you are—the old hands at this—Bob, Hal, Phil, George, Dennis and Ron. And Scott!!!

Also, thank you Roger & Anita for help in the hospitality room.

I don't have an email for Vern, but he and Wayne stepped up as well as Vern's daughter & son-in-law with the
50/50 raffle. Pass this on if you have an email for them.

Thank you Karyn et al for your help with the silent auction. | hear we took in the neighborhood of $2000.

And finally, Gary—I know you have your plate full right now with Jeanne’s health—but anything that | can do to
help you with meetings and zoom, just let me know.

That's it for now. My corned beef hash is almost done. Bonne Appetit!
Regards,

Past president Lou Pepi.....That has a good ring.
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RALEIGH, N.C. — On the morning of Sept. 8, 1944, Soldiers with the 5th Infantry Division were ordered to
cr08s the Moselle River and take Up a position in the woods,

After heavy losses, the men retreated across the river two days ater, though some stayed behind to search for
wounded or missing Soldiers hefore crossing again.

1st Lt. James E. Wright was one of the men who stayed behind. Having already taken a boat to the
German-occupied side of the river and rescuing three wounded Soldiers, he went back across the river, in the
Vicinity of Domot, France, and was never seen again.

His niece, Diane Merkt, who was one year old when Wright went missing, said the family never gave up hope
that her uncle would retur home,



Page 21 Red Diamond November 2021

“His mother always used to say that she knew she would be working out in the yard, the house is right over
there, and she’d look up and see him walking up the drive from the Highway,” Markt said. “She never stopped

hoping that, and now he’s going to be right here with her.”

Merkt was sitting in the Oakdale Cemetery in Lumber Bridge, North Carolina, on Oct. 12, 2021, 77 years after
Wright went missing, and pointed across the neighboring field to where the family’s home still stood.

Wright did come up the drive from the highway, only not walking as his mother had hoped. Instead, his remains

were carried on a horse-drawn funeral caisson, casket draped in an American flag, with a procession of family,
community members and North Carolina National Guard Soldiers and Airmen following behind.

In July, a few months before Wright's funeral, his family received the call that his remains had been positively
identified.

“To get the call after 77 years of knowing your family member was missing and of course pronounced dead;
chills,” said U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Sidney Brookman, a K-9 handler with the 20th Security Forces Squadron
and Wright's great-grandniece. “My grandmother called me at about 9:30 at night and was saying ‘the craziest
thing just happened, you'll never guess, they identified your uncle Wright.”

Brookman served as the escort for Wright's remains from the facility in Colorado where they were identified, all
the way home, where he was buried.

“It's very rare that a relative actually escorts a family member home,” Brookman said. “For me to be able to be
chosen to do that, my great grandmother asked for me to be the escort; for her to put the trust in me is an
honor.”

Wright's family was not alone in waiting so long to have a family member returned home. According to the
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, more than 70,000 Americans remain unaccounted for from WWII.

Brookman said she hopes others who are still missing family members will see her great-granduncle’s story and
know that there is still hope their remains will return home.

Wright, who received a Silver Star, Bronze Star, and Purple Heart, was described by his family as a handsome
man who was kind, wanted to help others and cared about his community.

Although he was transferred to the 5th Inf. Div. in 1942, his military service started in the neighboring town of
Parkton, N.C., where he was a member of L Co., 120th Infantry Regiment, a unit that is part of the lineage of
today’s 1st Battalion, 120th Inf. Reg., 30th Armored Brigade Combat Team (ABCT), North Carolina National

Guard (NCNG).
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Col. Wes Morrison, commander of the 30th ABCT, saw this as the N.C. Guard bringing home one of their own.

“When the army says leave no comrade behind, this is really what it means, because they never stop looking for
the missing in action,” Morrison said.

Before being identified, Wright was one of the many service members whose name was memorialized on the
Walls of the Missing at the Lorraine American Cemetery in St. Avoid, France.

A rosette will be placed next to his name on the wall, signifying that he is no longer missing.
Morrison has traveled to the American cemeteries in Europe many times as part of the 30th Infantry Division
association, whose members are WWII and Iraq veterans who served in combat with the 30th.

“I've often wondered how those stories came to be and what was the final resolution when those Soldiers came
home,” Morrison said. “Now | will know the whole story behind that when | get to see Lt. Wright's name with a
rosette next to it next time I'm in Europe.”

Wright's sister, Elizabeth Wright Harper, who is now 100 years old, said she was not surprised by his remains
coming home; it just took longer than expected.

When Merkt, Harper's daughter, told her mother the news, she began to cry.

“My mother is not a crier,” Merkt said. “She told me, ‘I'm not crying, you understand, these are tears of joy. He's
finally, really coming home.”

Wright received full honors at his funeral, performed by Soldiers with the NCNG’s Military Funeral Honors, and
has laid to rest amongst his family at the Oakdale Cemetery, in Lumber Bridge, N.C., almost in sight of his
family home; a war hero returned.
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QUARTERMASTER REPORT

Following are pictures and descriptions of merchandise that is available for sale from the Quartermaster.

Black or White Polo Shirt w/embroidered

logo design. Choice of short or long
sleeve. Cotton/Polyester (50/50)
Cotton/Polyester (50/50).

Specify size: Short Sleeve: M, L, XL, 2XL,

3XL - $40

Long Sleeve: M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL - $50
S & H: 1 shirt - $7.00 $2.50 each
additional Larger orders: Contact the
Quartermaster

1=-DIUTTS

Black or White T-Shirt w/embroidered
logo design.

Choice of Short or Long Sleeve.
Cotton/Polyester (50/50). Specify size:
Short Sleeve: M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL - $25
Long Sleeve: M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL - $30
S & H: 1 shirt - $7; Each addl. $2.50
Larger orders: Contact the Qtr.master

(Hat/Lapel)
1 Inch Red
Diamond,
Silver finish metal

Cloisonné, $5.00 ea. Fifth “Infantry” Division Challenge Coin

(front and back shown): $10.00 ea.
Antique gold (sandblasted texture)
w/epoxy finish; 174" x 4"

Detail is exquisite. This is the only author-
ized Challenge Coin issued by the Society
of the Fifth Division. $4.00 S&H

Shipping & Handling Add
$4.00 for order of 1 to 10 pins
Contact Quartermaster forlarger order

Fifth Division Hats

w/embroidered logo design,
adjustable, $17.00 ea.plus
$6.00 shipping costs.
Contact Quartermaster for
larger orders

For All Orders Send Check or

EOCIETY OF THE
o Sth INFANTRY DIVISION
: LS. ARMY
"WE WILL'

Money Order to Address Shown

Society of the Fifth Division, U.S.
Army

Attn: Quartermaster
4118 E Stanford Street
Springfield, MO 65809
dwcoulterl@aol.com

ceéu - “WE WILL” BumperSticker; 15" x 3";
$1.00 ea. Add $2.00 for shipping and handling for each
order.

Please check pricing carefully for each item
ordered, as shipping and handling is not
included in some pricing and must be
added to order. Contact the Quartermaster
for pricing on large orders.

Be sure shipping address is included.and an
email address and/or phone number in case
we have questions.

Make checks payable to: The Society of the Fifth Division Please check
pricing carefully for each item ordered, as shipping and handling is not
included in some pricing and must be added to order. Contact the
Quartermaster for pricing on large orders.
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SOCIETY OF THE FIFTH DIVISION
John Estrada - National Secretary
P.O. Box 5764

Oroville, CA 95966-8823

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Madison, WI
Permit No. 406

“WE WILL”

THE
SOCIETY
OF THE
FIFTH

DIVISION
UNITED
STATES

ARMY

MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL APPLICATION

Having served honorably
with the Fifth Infantry
Division, | wish to:

] become a member in

] renew my
membership in

... the Society of the
Fifth Division as:

] a full member
] an Associate Member

and herewith submit my
annual dues of $15.00,

Date

PLEASE PRINT FULL NAME
AND ADDRESS CLEARLY.

Name
Address
City
State Zip
Email
| served in
Co, Bty, Trp / Battalion / Regiment / Brigade

] WW-Il [ Vietnam [ ] Panama
] Other
$ Gift to the Society.

Make checks payable to: Society of the Fifth Division

Send to: Secretary: John Estrada
Society of the Fifth Division
P.0. Box 5764

Oroville, CA 95966-8823

The dues for membership in the Society are $15.00 for annual membership. Any member wishing to become a
LIFE member may do so by paying the following one-time dues: age less than 61, $150.00; age 61-69, $75.00;
age over 70, $50.00. All LIFE members are subject to any special assessments declared by the

Executive Board or adopted at any meeting.
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