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1129 Castle Bluff Circle • Waco TX 76712
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66012-9373
P

hone: 913-422-3543 • e: colrdudley@aol.com

 
 

Northeast

   
  

  
 
  

   
  

Vernon Songeroth
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Co D, 1/11 Infantry
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* Deceased
Louis Pepi (2020-2021)
Hal Roller (2019-2020)
Alex Candelaria/Steve Wheat (2018-2019)
Dennis Thompson (2017-2018)

• Bob Dudley (2016-2017)
• Robb Robetson (2015-2016)
• Wayne Cumer (2014-2015)
• Bobby Moody (2013-2014)
• Steve Wheat (2012-13)
• Bernie “Buck” Kean (2010-12)
• James “JJ” Jackson (2009-10)
• Pat Andreoni (2008-09)
• Jim Spiller (2007-08)
• Phil Maniscalo (2005-07)
• Mike Sperling (2004-05)
• James A. Landry (2003-04)
• Robert M. Rochell (2002-03)
• Carl M. Hiestand (2001-02)
• *Mickey McCoy (2000-01)
• *Jimmy C. Walker (1999-2000)
• Jay Balderson (1998-99)
• *Cullen Slone (1997-98)
• *Don Brown (1996-97)
• Michael Giannini (1995-96)
• *Charles Coco (1994-95)
• *Robert Rochon (1993-94)
• Harry Arquette (1992-93)
• Bradley Brewer (1991-92)
• *William Upham (1990-91)
• *John Goodman (1989-90)
• William Stanfi eld (1988-89)
• *Herman Schell (1987-88)
• *Robert Graves (1986-87)
• *William Colon (1985-86)
• *Chester Ball (1984-85)
• *Msgr. Harold Prudell (1983-84)
• *Guido Bemasconi (1982-83)
• William Stanfi eld (1981-82)
• Harry Arquette (1980-81)
• *George Bachman (1979-80)
• *Stanley Piotrowski (1978-79)
• *Robert Young (1977-78)
• *Howard Singer (1976-77)
• *Kenneth Anderson (1975-76)
• *Frank Kolimaga (1974-75)
• *Virgil Scheibel (1973-74)
• *Michael S. O’Donnell (1972-73)
• *Aubrey Prewitt (1971-72)
• *Herbert Ginsburgh (1970-71)
• *Ervin J. Kotowski (1969-70
• *Winston Roche (1968-69)
• *Victor Dunneback (1967-68)
• *Charles P. DeRose (1966-67)
• *Herbert K. Webb (1965-66)
• *John J. Madison (1963-65)
• *Gordon S. Henry (1962-63)
• *Russell S. Fisher (1960-62)
• *T. Earl McNaney (1956-60)
• *Edward Pivovar (1958-59)
• *Frank H. Deane (1957-58)
• *Walter R. Stout (1955-57)
• *John H. Baskin (1954-55)
• *Frederick F. Specht (1953-54)
• *John H. Pfl aum (1951-53)
• *Charles A. O’Connell, Jr. (1950-51)
• *Kenyon Stevenson (1949-50)
• *William L. McGrory (1948-49)
• *John W. Fonner (1946-48)
• *William Gibbs (1945-46)
• *A. Lincoln Bradbury (1941-45)
• *Emil Everts (1939-41)
• *William Barton Bruce, Sr. (1938-39)
• *Col. Henry Clay Bate (1937-38)
• *Lloyd A. Reder (1935-37)
• *W. Walter Healy (1934-35)
• *Capt. Peter P. Zion (1932-34)
• *Maj. Walter E. Aebischer (1930-32)
• *Capt. Peter Murphy (1930)
• *Maj. Gen. Paul B. Malone (1929-30)
• *Dr. E. C. Morton (1925-28)
• *Col. Philip J. McCook(1922-23)
• *Maj. Gen. Hanson E. Elyz (1919-22,24-25)
PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENTS

2020-2021 Society of the Fifth Division Officers – Roster

  

Co A, 75th Support Bn.
Home: 404-349-8247 • e: gbarard@aol.com 
1660 Esprit Court • Atlanta, GA 30331-8428 
Gary Barard
A Co, 75th Support Battalion
Home: 703-569-5397 • e: reatta@mac.com
22153-1349
7417 Jenna Road • Springfield, VA
Col. Henry Neill (Ret)

  Southeast
Co M, 2nd Infantry Regt
Phone: 586-803-3082
Sterling Heights, MI 48313-1354
14560 Lakeside Circle, Apt. 244
Joseph Rahie

  Representatives at large 

John Ginty
845-687-7051
New Paltz, N.Y.

West

Dennis Coulter 417-414-5680
4118 E. Stanford St. Springfield, Mo.,65809
dwcoulter1@aol.com

 

Quartermaster Dennis Coulter-Terrie 417-414-5680 dwcoulter@@aol.com MPPlt.HHC1stBde VN
Web Adm. Joe Boman-Mary 913-422-9255 mj9119@sunflower.com

STAFF OFFICERS
Past Pres. J. J. Jackson

  Past Pres. Louis Pepi-Pat 508-280-0399 lapepi@charter.net Co A 1st Bn 61st Inf VN
Editor David R. Kocan-Linda 410-804-1335 drkocan@verizon.net Co C 1st Bn 61st Inf VN

  Judge Adv. Phil Maniscalco-Sandy 860-961-6450 pmanis@cox.net Co D 1st Bn 11th Inf VN
  Chaplain Ron VanBeek-Crystel 312-343-0678 zfirim@gmail.com Co D 1st Bn 11th Inf VN

Historian Roger Allen 904-631-3617 campreddevil@gmail.com  Co A 75th Support Bn VN
Treasurer George B. Shoener-Andrea 410-253-0710 gshoener@goeaston.net CoA 7th Eng.Bn VN
Secretary Scott Murrah 817-229-7699  sec5thid@yahoo.com CoA,B,HHC 4thBn 6th Inf Panama 
2nd Vice Pres. Clyde (Bud) Wagner 717-348-1105 budwagner95@gmail.com CoA 1stBN 61st Inf VN 
1st Vice Pres. Hal Roller-Sheryl  913-526-9642 hal.roller@outlook.net CoA 1stBn 61st Inf  VN

President  Gary Haverman-Jeanne  712-830-6081  gary.haverman@gmail.com Btry C 5thBn 4th Arty VN 

Phone: 913-220-3725* e: colrdudley@aol.com

 

713-560-0008HHC Recon, 1/61 Infantry
Springs, TX 77331Home: 936-767-4229 • Cell: 
James “JJ” Jackson – KarenP.O. Box 1845 • Cold 
Buck5div@wildblue.netCo D, 1/11 Infantry
Home: 706-273-1793 • Cell: 770-361-6670  e: 
Mary  498 Ebenezer Road • Ellijay, GA 30536  
HHC Recon, 1/61 Infantry  Bernie “Buck” Kean – 
360-798-7111  e: sperlingmichael@hotmail.com  
Prairie, WA 98606  Home: 360-892-7639 • Cell: 

  Mike Sperling  14503 E. 257th Avenue • Brush 

                   August 2022
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A Message From Our 
           President
     Gary Haverman

Hello again to all of the wonderful and beautiful people of the Society of the Fifth Division. We are looking 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our 101st reunion in Springfield, MO September 22nd-26th. 
As I have mentioned in the past, the theme of the reunion is Music, Magic, and Memories. Well, this is how the 
theme came about. At our Saturday night banquet, we will be entertained by Dave and Beth Irvin from Peculiar, 
MO. They are quintessential when it comes to Branson/Ozark entertainment. They will be singing country, 
gospel, patriotic, and even some good old rock and roll/50s-60s. Beth will introduce us to her friend, “Lizzy Lou” 
who will get us laughing with her corny comedy. Dave is an accomplished guitarist and songwriter. This 
husband and wife duo come with very high reviews and are sure to win your hearts. 
Anyone who will be at the Sunday banquet will be amazed with John Russell, an experienced magician. John 
offers an upbeat, funny, high-energy, interactive, and family-friendly magic show. He will keep the laughs 
flowing and the audience engaged. Jeanne and I have seen John’s show at the RV park we stayed at when we 
wintered in Florida. We thought you would enjoy his amazing talent. These two shows will be something new for 
our Saturday and Sunday banquets this year, but it is our hope they will send you home with a lot of great 
memories. 
We are also very proud of the tours that lay in store for you. On Friday, September 23rd we will be touring 
Johnny Morris Wonders of Wildlife National Museum and Aquarium. Discover an ocean in the middle of America 
that has been voted America’s best aquarium and new attraction with over 35, 000 live fish, birds, mammals, 
reptiles, and amphibians. 
You will also have a chance to visit Bass Pro Shops. This store will make dreams come true for some of you 
outdoor enthusiasts. Within the store there are several no charge museums.  They are the National Archery Hall 
of Fame, National Rifle Association Sporting Arms, and Motorsports Museum. Enjoy lunch at Hemingway’s Blue 
Water Café, Fish Tales Café, or Shipwreck Snack Bar. 
On Saturday the 24th our tour’s first stop will be the College of the Ozarks. It is a private Christian college in 
Point Lookout, MO. The college has an enrollment of 1426 and over 30 academic majors in Bachelor of Arts 
and Bachelor of Science programs. The college has a place in its heart for Vietnam Veterans. They have built a 
memorial to the Missouri Veterans who gave there all. There are 18 heroes who served with the Fifth Division 
who will be honored when we stop. 
Next stop is at Branson Landing. If you cannot find what you want there, you probably do not need it anyway. 
No really, this will be a great place to get your steps in for those who wear a Fitbit. There are lots of places to 
eat, drink, and shop. This stop will have something for everyone. Enjoy!  
Before we head back to the hotel, we plan to stop at Wilson Creek Civil War Battlefield. It is the stie of a pivotal 
battle on August 10, 1861. Over 2500 Union and Confederate soldiers were killed or wounded in five hours of 
fighting. 
We will be ready to see you all as you come to the 101st Reunion of the Society of the Fifth Division. You will 
find Springfield, MO has something for everyone, food and drink, sights and sounds, history and arts, and of 
course, shopping. What I am looking for more than anything else is a lot of hugs and handshakes from my 
Brothers. 
I am so sorry that I have to close on such a sad note, but unfortunately, we will be missing someone very 
special at the reunion. Past National President Wayne Cumer lost his life in a tragic tractor accident on his farm 
this past June. He will be dearly missed by one and all. Please continue your thoughts and prayers for all those 
who loved him. May God bless his soul and may he rest in peace. 
National President, 
Gary Haverman 
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     A Message From Our
       1st Vice President
             Hal Roller

I Remember
Some Thoughts from First Vice President Hal Roller

Remember back in the early 1970s when you heard the phrase MIA / POW a lot?  My memory was jogged by a 
resent email Leigh Blood sent me.  Leigh is on the emailing list of the American Legion, Georgia, POW / MIA 
Committee Chairman.  This committee is dedicated to tracking down the identification and repatriation of MIA / 
POW / KIA soldiers.  Leigh’s email to me highlighted one name in particular.  Staff Sergeant Casmir P. Lobacz 
of the 5th Infantry Division was reported missing on September 27, 1944 near Metz, France.  If you recall, this 
timeframe was during World War II.  The 5th Division had just completed a dash across central France under 
General Patton’s Third Army.  Everything halted before advancing into Germany because all supplies were 
diverted to Northern Europe for Field Marshal Montgomery’s Allied Army Group.  The soldiers of the 5th Division 
along with Third Army and all of General Bradley’s American Army Group remained in place (while, of course, 
the German’s prepared their defensive positions).  This week, the Department of Defense POW / MIA 
Accounting Agency announced Staff Sergeant Lobacz’s remains have been accounted for on March 2, 2022.

Reading this, I was struck by the vast effort and resources the United States puts into locating, identifying and 
repatriating MIA / POW / KIA.  This has not always been so.  Historically there were efforts made, but not many 
resources (including administrative work) were available.  Often after combat, the dead were buried where they 
lay.  Battlefield cemeteries grew in number during the Civil War as casualties reached the thousands.  The best 
that was hoped for in notification was publishing a list of names in the local paper.  Remember the scene in the 
movie Gone With the Wind when no one knew if he was dead or alive until “Ashley” came walking down the 
road home?  This is what it was like.  As time moved on, notification became possible with the telegraph.  Even 
during World War II, as with Staff Sergeant Lobacz, things were difficult.  On D Day +1 (June 7, 1944), the 82nd 
Airborne Division Commander ordered his chaplain to seek out and bury any dead paratroopers still hanging in 
trees.  The Division Chaplain and his Chaplain Assistant would cut the paratrooper down, bury him in a shallow 
grave, conduct a very short memorial service, mark the grave site on a map, and move on to the next 
paratrooper. 

What has remined constant throughout American military history has been remembering.  The KIA is not just left 
where he fell.  The MIA continues to be sought.  The POW is ransomed.  Certainly this brings comfort and 
closure to families.  At the heart of it, however, is the ultimate worth of the individual.  In America, every person 
is important.  The soldier is not just an instrument for the state to achieve a military objective as practiced by 
some nations.  The World War II Soviet Marshal Zhukov infamously stated he advanced infantry through a 
known minefield to clear it.  Some say the American concept of remembering the MIA / POW / KIA is rooted in 
our national founding and the Enlightenment.  It is deeper than that.  It is based on the Christian worth of every 
person before God as stated in the familiar biblical verse John 3:16.  It makes me proud to say with you and all 
Americans:  I remember.
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A Message From Our
 2nd Vice President

Clyde "Bud" Wagner

In my last message from me I talked about having our reunion in Harrisburg in 2024 at the Best Western Motel 
but plans have changed. Due to unforeseen circumstances I had to find another venue and we are now booked 
at the Red Lion Hotel – Hershey in Harrisburg, PA. 
 Our 2022 reunion being held in Springfield Missouri September 22-26 is rapidly approaching. We are hoping for 
a great turn out since none of us are getting any younger!!  Gary Haverman has provided great leadership in his 
planning for this event. Please go to the Society's website at http://www.societyofthefifthdivision.com/ for 
registration and all the details.
 I have never regretted attending our 5th Mechanized Reunions because it has allowed me to reconnect with 
brothers that I served shoulder to shoulder with, many I have not seen since leaving Vietnam in September of 
1970. And I love sharing our stories together because it provides a safe place for us to heal.
Please consider attending this year, I am looking forward to seeing you this September in Missouri!!

Bud Wagner
2nd Vice President
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    A Message From Our
       National Chaplain
          Ron VanBeek

Christian - God Confounding earth’s Languages at Babel

Genesis 11:1 – And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.

It is hard to believe when we look at the over 20,000 different languages spoke on earth, that we all once spoke 
just one language.  God instantly changed this reality, to accomplish His Grand Master Blue Print, that all the 
people of earth would occupy all the 197 countries, and a Christian church would be established in each 
country.   

Now, God created our entire universe from nothing.  He simply spoke and immediately our whole universe in all 
of it’s incredible complexities, came forth.   How great, how high, how majestic, how omnipotent, He is.  We read 
in Genesis 1;31, that everything was perfect, very good.   Now obviously, something that is created so 
unfathomable, so complex, it’s Creator must be a far greater, far more infinite, then the lowly finite thing, that he 
created.  Thus humans, the crownpiece of creation, created so unfathomable holy and complex, yet finite, 
cannot begin to understand or define this great Creator, who designed and implemented everything, down to the 
lowest atom.  We read in Genesis 11:1 - that all the earth at that time spoke one language.  But we know when 
earth’s people again rebelled against God, and conspired to stay put, in one place, God confounded their 
language and forced everyone to spread out over the face of the earth, in the 3 different directions, which He 
had decreed to Noah’s 3 sons.   To understand our text today He obviously Created the human voice box, and 
the tongue.   What a simple but complex, feature is our voice box is.   Our voice box is only two fleshly strings 
situated, in the back of our throat, connected to our tongue, where our brain can control our speech and 
articulate our thoughts across the full spectrum of speech, so incredibly well.   What a miracle is our human 
voice box; which also so differentiates us from the animals.  Obviously, Because God has created our voice box 
he has also created language for its use.  He Created all the various components of language, all the nine parts 
of speech, or words whether they are nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, 
determinates, or interjections.  The study of language is called linguistics, and there are five components of oral 
language.  First there  are phonology, the rules for combining sounds, or the structuring of words. For example 
there are 44 phonemes in English, which are groups of letters representing sounds according to an alphabetic 
principle.  Second there are semantics, which are the ways that language conveys meaning. Morphemes are 
the smallest unit of meaning combines.  Third syntax, the rules of how morphemes are organized into sentences 
or a word order.   Fourth, there are pragmatics, which are the contextualized purpose in speaking appropriately, 
in a fitting situation.   Fifth, vocabulary, which is the simple knowledge of words and their meanings.  Now we 
don’t want to bore you with an English lesson but it’s important to have those basic understanding to dissect our 
text this morning. The key take away I want you to remember is not only that Jesus created the voice box and 
the tongue, but he created all these complex components of language.  Yes, obviously no one knew language 
better than Jesus, who had designed and created it; and therefore we must believe Him as he uses the full 
spectrum of language, to convey His Words on earth in Scripture.

  For example, in language there are 11 different kinds of sarcasm.  Let’s look at how Jesus uses sarcasm in 
Scripture.  When the apostles are sleeping, after Jesus had earnestly warned them to remain awake, and Judas 
was a few steps away, Jesus says to His apostles, sleep on now, see if you can sleep now, it’s a form of 
sarcasm.

 In Scripture, sometimes Jesus speaks literally, sometimes He speaks metaphorically, sometimes He speaks 
allegorically, sometimes He speaks mystically, sometimes He speaks in parables, with a hidden meaning.  
Jesus himself says that He spoke in parables, to actually hide the true meaning of His Words, from those whom 
he spoke it to, but refused to obey.  Yes, look at what directions, He instructed to Isaiah in Isaiah 6;9.   He said, 
go, and tell this people, hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.   Make the 
heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.  Today, let us hear His Word, in 
every language, in every country, repent and worship Him with all of our heart, mind, body, soul and strength.
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                                                                   TAPS

Terry Garrett (Okie)                           Died March 10, 2022              5th Division – Vietnam

Alex Stenson (Al) Evan, Jr.                 Died April 4, 2022                   5th Division – Vietnam

Wayne Cummer                                 Died June 11, 2020                 Past Society President

Staff Sgt Casmir P. Lobacz – MIA on September 27, 1944, near Metz, France, was officially accounted for on 
March 2, 2022 

Wayne Edward Cumer
December 22, 1943 — June 10, 2022
Cherry Valley
Wayne Edward Cumer, 78, of Cherry Valley, passed away unexpectedly on Friday June 10, 2022 at home.
He was born on December 22, 1943 a son of the late John and Margaret Fee Cumer.
A 1961 graduate of the Union High School in Burgettstown, he was drafted into the United States Army in 
November 1966 serving in Vietnam as a Recon Specialist and was a member of the Society of the 5th Division. 
He was honorably discharged in March 1968 a recipient of the National Defense Service Medal.
After retiring from US Steel, Mr. Cumer worked for General Electric from where he also retired as well as 
working on his family farm his entire life.
Wayne was a parishioner of Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in Burgettstown and a member of the 
Slovan V.F.W., the Elks Lodge 1221 in Aliquippa and Chairman of the Smith Township Planning Commission.
His wife, Janice Patton Cumer passed away in 2005.
He is survived by his sister Carol Kilcoyne and husband Jack; nephews Tim Froats, Ted Froats and wife Julie; 
his niece Julie Grabowski and husband James; his companion Darlene Kopp and her children and 
grandchildren; and his Goddaughter Andrea Alex and her husband David.
Family and friends will be received from 4:00-8:00 p.m. on Tuesday June 14, 2022 in the Lee & Martin Funeral 
Home, 73 Highland Avenue, Burgettstown, PA 15021. A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 11:00 
a.m. on Wednesday June 15, 2022 in Our Lady of Lourdes Church of St. Isidore the Farmer Parish, 1109 Main 
Street, Burgettstown with the Most Reverend David A. Zubik, DD, Bishop of Pittsburgh, Celebrant. Immediately 
concluding the funeral mass, a luncheon and time of fellowship will be held in St. Bernadette Hall of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church before entombment with full military honors accorded by the Slovan V.F.W. Honor Guard and 
the U.S. Army in Forest Lawn Gardens Cemetery, McMurray.
www.leeandmartinfuneral.com

It is with heavy heart that I have to inform you all of the loss of a Past President and dear friend Wayne Cumer.

Past president JJ Jackson called and informed me this morning of Wayne's death. He died due to a tractor 
accident. He will be sorely missed and I am sure you all will be keeping him and his family in your prayers. May 
God bless his soul.

I don't know of any arrangements so far but I will keep you all informed as I get information.

Sincerely,
National President
Gary Haverman
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The Editorial From The Office Of
    Editor Of The Red Diamond 
       Editorially Dave Kocan

Free beer tomorrow or to the correct caller whom can tell 
me how many mistakes are in the addition. I will take 
caller # 9. Phone lines are open!

What a great country we live in. If you don't believe me 
ask the person behind you getting gas. How many of you 
are spending a $100. to fill up the vehicle? Do you have 
an answer or only an excuse for the problem. Maybe you 
believe that there is a conspiracy out there waiting to 
drag us all down. My Father who was a World War 2 and 
Korean Veteran, just shook his head at the music and 
protests of the 60's. My Grandfather a World War 1 
veteran felt sorry for my generation. And now its our time 
to think about our children and grandchildren's 
generation. So what are you doing?? I do what I can and 
what I do best. Every Sunday I go to church and pray for 
us all. I vote at each and every election, can't complain if 
you don't vote. I don't sit in front of a computer screen 
and read the ramblings of those trying to make you 
believe that there is a conspiracy to take away my 
freedom. Has America made mistakes, yes, can we 
correct and amend them, of coarse we can. Can we talk 
without screaming and yelling, I pray they we can.
              God Bless America Our America
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Memorial Day morning,2022 at 1/61 Battalion headquarters.
Fort Jackson, SC
Photo by Pedro Marian.
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1. As of July 22 the Societies Checking Account has $34,688.51.  The Investment account has $55,058.31.  All 
investments are in ladder CDs (February 2023 through July 2027).  Currently, all our CDs are paying better than 
3%
2. As of July 22, five members have paid for ads in the 2022 Reunion Book.  If you want to put an ad in the 
book, notify Steve Wheat and send check for $20 to George Shoener or let George know you will pay him at the 
Reunion.
3. As of July 22, the Society has paid for the 2 Domains (1) FIFTHINFANTRYDIVISION.COM and (2) 
SOCIETYOFTHEFIFTHDIVISION.COM.  The Domains are for the next 5 years, until 09/05/2027.
4. At the September Reunion, any payments to the Societies checking account can now be made by Credit 
Card through the Treasurer using the Square system.  This includes silent auction purchases, quartermaster 
purchases, and any donations.

Any or all of the above information can be placed in the next “Red Diamond.”  If there are any questions for me, 
please send an email to me after the meeting.  Thanks…George

               A Message from our Treasurer
                    George Shoener 
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Hello Gary,

 

AFR is very pleased to announce that we have teamed with an insurance company to offer travel insurance to 
all our reunion attendees!  This comprehensive travel insurance will cover transportation costs, reunion fees, 
and even COVID quarantine and medical expenses as well as any pre-existing medical conditions, at a very 
reasonable cost.

 

Now more than ever folks want peace of mind when they make travel plans.  This coverage will give your 
attendees the comfort of knowing that non-refundable travel costs can be covered if the unexpected happens.  
There are several levels of coverage to give people the best coverage for them at the best price.  It is 
recommended that folks book their travel and register for the reunion before applying for the insurance, to 
ensure that they receive the maximum in coverage.

 

AFR will be providing the insurance information and links to apply on our online registration site and then 
directly to everyone who registers for your reunion this year.  If you would like to include this on your group’s 
website, please use the links below.  A brochure detailing the coverage is also attached for your use.

 

Best regards,

 

Amy
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ATTENTION ALL – NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION
The Society’s Executive Board unanimously approved the Proposed Amendment to Article III (Membership), 
Section A (Eligibility) of the Constitution during its bi-monthly Board Meeting held on Tuesday, March 22, 2022.  
The amendment proposal will be presented for final approval to the General Membership during the General 
Membership Meeting planned for Sunday, September 25, 2022.
SPECIAL NOTICE TO SOCIETY OF THE FIFTH DIVISION MEMBERSHIP
Amendment Proposal to Constitution of the Society of the Fifth Division, United Sates Army
Appointment:  The appointment of the Constitution Committee was made by National President Gary 
Haverman, during the bi-monthly Executive Board Zoom videoconference held on Tuesday, January 25, 2022. 
Members appointed include: National Judge Advocate Phil Maniscalco (Chairman), Past National President 
Robert Dudley (Committee Member), Past National President Lou Pepi (Committee Member), National Historian 
Roger Allen (Committee Member) and National Secretary Scott Murrah (Committee Member).  Advising the 
Committee is National Treasurer George Shoener. 
The Constitution Committee was directed to consider the request by National Secretary Scott Murrah to change 
the eligibility requirements to the Constitution to allow relatives of Society Members, who have served in the 
Armed Forces as war time veterans, to become voting members of the Society of the Fifth Division and to help 
grow the Membership in the Society. 
The Committee presented its findings & recommendation to approve the change in voting member eligibility, to 
the Executive Board during the Executive Board Zoom videoconference held on Tuesday, March 22, 2022.  The 
Executive Board approved the Proposed Changes by unanimous vote.  
The proposed change will be presented for final approval to the General Membership at the General 
Membership Meeting planned for Sunday, September 25, 2022 during the Society’s annual reunion and 
convention at the Oasis Conference Center, Springfield, Missouri. 

Amendment Proposal to Constitution of the Society of the Fifth Division, United Sates Army
Current Paragraph A. ELIGIBILITY of Article lll. MEMBERSHIP reads…
Those who served honorably as officers and enlisted men in the Fifth Infantry Division during its periods of 
activation are eligible to become members of this Society.
Proposed  Paragraph A. ELIGIBILITY of Article lll. MEMBERSHIP to read…
Those who served honorably as officers and enlisted men and women in the United States Armed Forces in the 
Fifth Infantry Division during its periods of activation are eligible to become members of this Society. 
Also eligible to become members of this Society are war veterans who served honorably as officers and enlisted 
men and women in the United States Armed Forces and who are ancestors (parent, grandparent, etc.), lineal 
descendants (child, stepchild, grandchild, etc.) or collateral descendants (brothers, sisters, nephews, nieces, 
etc.) of those who served in the Fifth Division.  Also eligible are members of Regiments of the Fifth Infantry 
Division that remain active in the United States Armed Forces.
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Background:
The Society of the Fifth Division, United States Army - Veterans of World Wars formed the Articles of 
Incorporation under the General Not for Profit Corporation Act in Springfield, Illinois on November 8, 1952 in 
perpetuity. 
An excerpt from a letter dated September 7, 2008 from the Department of the Treasury (IRS) addressed to 
Society of the Fifth Division c/o Donald B Smallwood (Society’s National Treasurer) “recognized  that the 
Society is exempt from federal income taxes under section 501 (c )(4 ) of the Internal Revenue Code. This 
determination is based on the Society’s representation that at least 90% of its members are past or present 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States defined under section 501 (c )(19) of the Code. It is also 
based on the Society’s representation that substantially all of the other members, if any, are individuals who are 
cadets, or are spouses, widows, or widowers of past or present members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States or of cadets. 
Based on the Society’s representation that at least 90 percent of its members are war veterans and that it is 
organized and operated primarily for the purposes consistent with its current status as a war veterans’ 
organization, donors can deduct contributions made to or for the use of the organization”.

Research and Findings:
Before the enactment of IRC 501(c)(19) on August 29, 1972 (Public Law 92-418, 86 Stat. 656, reproduced in 
1972-2 C.B. 675), war veterans’ organizations were grouped together with all other veterans’ organizations and 
recognized as exempt under IRC 501(c)(4) as social welfare organizations. 
Since IRC 501(c)(19) organizations may conduct a broad range of activities without jeopardizing their 
tax-exempt status, many veterans’ organizations are organized under this authorization.  However, there is a 
requirement that at least 75 percent of the members must be past or present members of the US Armed Forces.  
Because the ranks of war veterans were thinning, and many organizations were at risk of losing their 
tax-exempt status due to waning membership, Congress amended IRC 501(c)(19) on September 3, 1982 
(Public Law 97-248, 96 Stat. 640), by deleting the requirement that 75 percent of the members be war veterans. 
War veterans’ organizations are described in IRC 170(c)(3). 
Congress relaxed membership requirements again in 2003 with passage of Section 105 of the Military Family 
Tax Relief Act by permitting veterans’ organizations to count ancestors and lineal descendants as part of their 
veteran base. The Act also broadened the purposes of veterans’ organizations. 
Since the Society of the Fifth Division is organized as an IRC 501(c)(4) organization, unlike an IRC 501(c)(19) 
organization that has specific membership requirement, there is no membership requirement to maintain our 
tax-exempt status.  However, in order for donors to deduct contributions from their income tax, the Society must 
be 90 percent war veterans.

Recommend:

Given that the Constitution Committee’s objectives are to grow the war veteran membership, remain an IRC 501
(c)(4) organization, be eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions under IRC 170 (c)(3) by having at least 90 
percent of the members be war veterans and allowing war veteran family members to be eligible to become 
Society members, the change to the wording in the Constitution’s Membership (Article III), Eligibility (Section A) 
is recommended. 

References:

1. Constitution of the Society of the Fifth Division, United States Army
2. Tax Guide for Veterans’ Organizations (publication 3386) revised April 2018
3. Military Family Tax Relief Act of 2003 (H.R. 3365) – Section 105
4. Internal Revenue Code 501 (c )(4)
5. Internal Revenue Code 501 (c )(19)
6. Internal Revenue Code 170 (c )(3)
7. Internal Revenue Manual: Part 7 (Rulings and Agreements); Chapter 25 (Exempt Organizations); Section 19 
(Veterans Organizations)
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Hi everyone , just wanted to let you all know that I have received a donation to be used for our 2022 reunion in 
the amount of $1200.00 from the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. I will be sending the check to 
our National Treasurer George Shoener for deposit later on today.Also I am planning on drafting a letter to the 
IBEW Local Union No.66 to express our deep appreciation for such a generous donation. Steve Wheat will also 
be notified so they will be recognized in the reunion Add booklet for their gift. Lastly I would like to thank our own 
JJ Jackson,for if it wasn't for him this Union would not even know we existed. Thank you Brother JJ. God Bless 
you.

National President

Gary Haverman

Greetings All,

 

We who served in Vietnam were effected from it in many different ways: even to this day.

 

Over this past Memorial Day Weekend, I got an email from a family member thanking me for leaving a comment 
on the “Vietnam Wall of Faces” for James George Howard, KIA, Quang Tri Province, June 1, 1970.  It had been 
52 years since the HHC Security Platoon Leader Lt. Howard,  Platoon Sargent Sgt Mossner, and Squad Leader 
Sargent Auldon were killed by IED.  The previous Security Platoon Sargent Issac was killed by an IED a few 
days earlier. Squad Leader Sargent Gliemmo witnessed both IED events which was close to the northwest side 
of Quang Tri Combat Base.  I knew all four KIA’s, and Jim Howard who was a friend when I was with Brigade 
HHC before my next assignment as the Graves Registration Officer. I cannot express talking to Jim’s family and 
their kind words has helped me.  Once our Fallen starts their way back home, there is little information provided 
to Families or the Soldiers who were affected by the death. 

While Bob Gliemmo and I were providing additional information relating to Jim’s death, leadership, comrade with 
others, we both were overwhelmed with gratitude.  We were helping Don, Sharon, and Pam find some peace 
and closure; it was heart wrenching to hear how little they were told and how difficult it has been for them to find 
out what actually happened.

 

My weekend began with an exchange between myself and the Howard Family. Below you will find a selection of 
emails in chronological order from top down and a beautiful poem written from a young family member years 
later. It was definitely a WOW!
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Thank you for your comments on the Wall of Faces.  We have often wondered about other soldiers that might 
have memories of Jimmy.  We would love to have you share your memories of him or your times in Viet Nam.  
Perhaps you know others that returned from their service there. 

 

We just returned from Washington DC and visited the Wall Memorial monument.  We have taken 5 of our 7 
grandchildren and will take the last two, twins when they reach 10 yrs old.   One of the twins is James and he 
reminds us of Jimmy.   

 

Please accept our deepest gratitude for the service that you gave for us and our country. It is unimaginable what 
the sacrifices have been for the soldiers and their families.

 

God Bless you and God Bless America.

My Company Commander George D Eicke, new Jim and his wife as they were from the same area.

It will be easier for me to tell you some things about Jim over than trying to put it in an email 

Call me anytime and you can record what I have to say if you wish to 

Every time I go to Washington DC I always stop by the wall and pay my respects to Jim and others that I knew.

Please identify who you are too please 

My wife found me Jim's Father phone number many years later and I did talk to him about Jim.  I can also tell 
you about the conversation I had with him too.

Jerry Collman

(850) 933-9733

Jerry,  

I am Don’s (Jimmy’ younger brother) wife.  We were dating when Jimmy was killed and have been married for 
51 years.  

Don’s Dad (also Jim) passed away about 16 yrs. ago.   Don’s sister, Sharon,  gave us the Wall of Faces site 
and we will see her tomorrow.  

Don doesn’t like email so he is glad to know that he can call you at a later time.

 

Thanks again for time.

 

Pam Howard
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Don, Sharon, Pam,

 

First Memorial Day Weekend I had something to smile about!  Same for today, knowing I have done everything I 
could do for Jim.  Thank you so much!

I wasn’t Jim’s best friend, I was a friend though, and I’m sure there’s many other Vietnam friends too who knew 
Jim; I am just one who has spoken out.

 

I don’t have everyone’s email address;  Don & Sharon, feel free to send me your email addresses if you like.

 

I hope you talked to Bob Gliemmo; and it helped to know everything about what occurred to Jimmy, 52 years 
ago on this day.

 

A lot has happened for you all, in a good way this past weekend, in thinking of Jimmy’s death.   I can’t imagine 
how difficult this has been for you all these decades, to know little about Jim and Vietnam; then suddenly there 
is more information than you ever thought you would ever know.

 

You are part of the Fifth Division Family. If you look up The Society of the Fifth Division web site, you will read 
all about our Fifth Division as it has a long past History.  Even to this day, one of its Battalion’s from Vietnam 
has been involved with the training of new Army Recruits at Ft Jackson, South Carolina.  

 

I would like to write an Article to the Red Diamond about what happened to us this past Memorial Day 
Weekend.  I will say nothing negative as to certain individuals we talked about. You are and will always be part 
of the Fifth Division Family.

  

You are also, and will always be, part of the Gold Star Family’s; I encourage you, if you haven’t done so, please 
contact your local area Gold Star Family Association. 

 

Do I have your permission? I will send you a copy for approval before emailing it to the Editor of the Red 
Diamond?  

 

Jerry

Jerry, this is Don Howard.. Words can’t express how thankful all of us are to have discovered you and Bob. Yes, 
you have our approval to write as you wish.. These last few days have been so incredibly important to us - we 
will never forget it. We are forever indebted to the two of you.. Keep us in the loop, and look forward to meeting 
you in the future.



Page 21                                                                 Red Diamond                                            August 2022
__________________________________________________________________________________

Don & Sharon,

 

I talked to Bob Gliemmo tonight. We find many times we were in some of the same areas, so we discuss our 
experiences from different perspectives.  It's amazing for us that after 52 years later the amount of details we 
remember about being in some of those same locations, but with different Missions.  Bob told me tonight he had 
a good phone conversation with Sharon as she had a lot of questions to ask. Bob is full of knowledge as to the 
Security Platoon and the time Jim was there.

 I would like to provide other information as to where the Security Platoon resided within the Brigade and its 
Mission. I know Bob is providing  you what Jim was doing as his Platoon Leader... 

 

On an earlier conversation with both of you I said I talked to Jim a few days before he was killed, but Jim's 
Platoon Sergeant (SGT Issacs) was killed  May 27th so I must have talked to him May 28 or 29.  Sgt Issacs 
didn't come to Quang Tri Graves Registration . He was medivac out to the Hospital Ship off coast since he had 
a very serious head wound from an explosion.  When I saw Jim we both  knew Sgt Issacs died and of course 
was upset about it..  I know he told me he was being pushed hard by the Deputy Commanding Officer (DCO).  
That DCO replaced another DCO whose tour was over sometime in early February. I believe Bob said Jim 
started changing in Feb; I still believe he didn't help the situation.  A couple days after Jim's death I went to the 
Headquarters Ceremony for Jim and the other three Security soldiers killed within that same week. I remember 
there were grumblings at that ceremony from others about the DCO aggressiveness. 

 

Jerry

This is a poem that my daughter, Sara, wrote in the 8th grade in 2000.   Don and Pam had visited the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial,

and she was touched hearing him explain his unexpected reaction to the memorial.  She won 1st place in the 
D.A.R. poetry

contest. I added the WE WILL NOT FORGET.

 

We can't begin to express the gratitude we feel to you in answering questions that have tormented us since 
1970.  

However difficult it was to hear, we are immensely thankful to you for helping us find closure. You are friends 
that

we will forever treasure.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial
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Standing at the wall

There is an endless sea of names.

The long black shiny wall

Seems innocuous cut into the earth.

From a distance, it blends innocently

Into the majestic landscape.

As the pilgrim walks closer

He runs his hands in Braille like fashion

Along the thousands of names

Etched in granite.

Almost by instinct,

As if the wall has called out to him

From beyond the pain and suffering.

The pilgrim opens his eyes.

He stands frozen and humbled

Before the name.

His numb fingers lightly touch

The name in front of him.

A tear falls from his cheek,

As he recalls the pain and suffering

Of his family and the nation.

Is the world a better place?

Was the loss of life and limbs in vain?

Silently, the pilgrim bows his head

With his arm outstretched,

And his hand touching the name etched on the wall.

Slowly, he lifts his head, and removes his hand.

A feeling of peace envelops him,

As if touching the wall has given him strength

And hope for the world

To end the needless suffering.

He gently bends to kiss the name

And speaks for the first time.

"Goodbye my brother, you did not die in vain."

"WE WILL NOT FORGET"
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Sharon,

That’s a wonderful poem!

Please thank your daughter.  Amazing at such a young age to be able to express what she saw and felt so 
eloquently.

Would you mind if I include in the Article I am writing later in the week to the Fifth Division Red Diamond? My 
wife, Joy, loved it and thought many in the Fifth Division from Vietnam would too.

May I also use your daughter’s name, unless she would prefer not to?

I hope Bob and I are not overwhelming you and Don.  I can speak for Bob and myself, it helps to clear the fog of 
war for us.  It has definitely brought clarity to some of our experiences.  Bob has pictures of Jim he has found 
and didn’t even realize it until last week; also more information coming forth as to his leadership and the care he 
had for the men under his command.

Jerry

Jerry and Joy,

 

Thank you for your constant support.  Somehow Don & I can't help but  think that Jimmy had a hand

in our connecting with you.  For us, it has been a blessing.

 

I did ask Sara if you could use her name, and she has agreed. You can tell from her poem, that she

was impacted by Jimmy's death.  She picked up the torch he left behind in Quang Tri, and went to 

law school as he intended to do.  Her name is Sara Manoochehri, and she is an attorney for

Spirit AeroSystems.  They are a spin off from Boeing, and manufacture the cabin, wing flaps, and

fuselage for Boeing aircraft. She is excellent at arbitration, and was able to convince Spirit that

she could permanently work from home in Houston, and travel to Wichita for the quarterly meetings, and the

year-end BOD meeting. The advantage of staying in Houston is having parents to help with your children.  

We pick them up from school, and take them home. Both Amelia (5) and Ben (3), ask questions about Jimmy 
and the war.

My 3 year old grandson, Ben, asked me recently if we were still at war with the people that killed his uncle.

War impacts families.

Best regards,

 

Sharon Howard
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This entry evokes the gamut of human emotions.  

You and Jerry have taken Don & I from the blindness that

masks itself as naiivete', to the brightness of high noon.

Everything is exposed ...the good, the bad, and the ugly.

 

Thank you for having the foresight to maintain and keep

a book worthy journal.  You and Jerry have breathed new life

into the memories of America's Vietnam ghost. It gives meaning

and understanding, and allows us to heal.   Don and I will

remain eternally grateful.

 

Thank you,

 

Sharon

" I am not influenced by the expectation of promotion
or pecuniary reward. I wish to be useful, and every kind 
of service necessary for the public good, becomes 
honorable by being necessary."
                      Nathan Hale

" I will thank God every day for the men and women in
this country who are willing to put their lives on the line 
for all of us. They have responded to the call of the 
bugle with courage and with selfless dedication 
to country."
                            Leon Panetta

The Lewis and Clark expedition was a military affair,with 
Captain Meriwether Lewis and Second Lieutenant
William Clark leading a select group of volunteers.
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John Estrada - National Secretary

P.O. Box 5764

Oroville, CA 95966-8823

The dues for membership in the Society are $15.00 for annual membership. Any member wishing to become a 
LIFE member may do so by paying the following one-time dues: age less than 61, $150.00; age 61-69, $75.00; 

age over 70, $50.00. All LIFE members are subject to any special assessments declared by the 
Executive Board or adopted at any meeting. 

“WE WILL”

THE 
SOCIETY
OF THE
FIFTH 

DIVISION
UNITED
STATES
ARMY

MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL APPLICATION

Having served honorably
with the Fifth Infantry
Division, I wish to:

■ become a member in

■ renew my
membership in

… the Society of the 
Fifth Division as:

■ a full member

■ an Associate Member

and herewith submit my
annual dues of $15.00, 
to include a year’s 
subscription to the Red
Diamond Magazine.

Date ______________

Name _______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City ________________________________________

State ____________ Zip ________________________

Email ______________________________________

I served in ___________________________________
Co, Bty, Trp / Battalion / Regiment / Brigade

■ WW-II  ■ Vietnam  ■ Panama

■ Other ________________________________

$ ________ Gift to the Society.

Make checks payable to: Society of the Fifth Division

Send to: Secretary: John Estrada
Society of the Fifth Division
P.O. Box 5764
Oroville, CA 95966-8823

PLEASE PRINT FULL NAME
AND ADDRESS CLEARLY.
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