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A Note from the President
Hal Roller

Hard for me to believe that what was to become the covid 19 pandemic was announced by the American news 
media establishment three years ago.  Time flies.  It seems we took off our masks just yesterday.  But I do 
remember with a great deal of happiness the two reunions we had since the 2020 reunion was cancelled.  That 
makes me look forward even more to our coming reunion.  Remember, it will be September 7 through 10, 2023 
on the Riverwalk in San Antonio, Texas.  As president, I command that a good time be had by all in San 
Antonio.  Of course as president I have about as much authority, let alone compliance, as I did as an LT telling 
my platoon members to get haircuts.
One of the many things that makes San Antonio such a great city to visit is its place in American history.  As the 
capitol of the Spanish province of Texas, it was central to the westward expansion of the United States in the 
first half of the nineteenth century.  Everything south of the Arkansas river in central North America belonged to 
Spain. (Now for the benefit of some of my former platoon members who do not know American geography, the 
Arkansas river runs from way over here to way over there.)  The United States in buying Florida made an 
agreement with Spain that it would not annex Texas.  That all changed with Mexican independence from Spain 
and then, Texas independence from Mexico.  In 1845, the Republic of Texas asked to be annexed by the United 
States.  The battle of the Alamo was a key factor in Texas independence.  Our hotel is only five blocks from the 
Alamo.  The Alamo is a “must visit” in San Antonio.
While we are in San Antonio, actually throughout the time I am president, you are going to have to bear with me 
on a very important issue.  I am technologically challenged.  If it were not for Lou Pepi setting it up, the 
Executive Board would not be able to hold meetings via Zoom.  I tried setting it up- did not work.  All I learned is 
there is no reason to call it Zoom, nothing about it zooms!  A year ago, I stopped having a landline telephone, 
using only my iPhone.  When I told my son, he said, “Welcome to the 21st century.”  Thank goodness for Joe 
Boman.  Joe does a terrific job as our webmaster.  Joe is one of the unsung heroes of the Society of the Fifth 
Division.  I can email Joe with the information in the format he wants and, voila!, Joe makes it appear on the 
website.  Thank you Joe for the essential work you do to keep SOFD functioning.
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First Vice Presidents Message

 Most of you have heard the definition of insanity as doing the same thing over and over and expecting different 
results.  My life radically changed at the end of 2015, and I slowly realized that I was going to have to do 
“something” different to have better results. I was suffering from full blown PTSD and for the first time in my life I 
couldn’t control many of my thoughts and emotions. 
 I was a Christian, serving in full time ministry, but my life was spiraling out of control.  Vietnam was a very 
private place in my life, I never talked about it or even thought about it, yes that’s possible to do!
 I realized something had to change and quickly.  In June of 2016 I found myself with A Company 1/61 brothers 
at a State Park in Kentucky and for 3 days we shared about our time in Vietnam.  Lou Pepi attended, and he 
had the rough draft of his book, “My Brothers Have My Back”.  He allowed me to read his manuscript and I left 
those 3 days feeling exhilarated.
 I went to the Harrisburg PA Veteran Center for 1 on 1 therapy and attended 2 different Veteran groups and yes 
all of this was very helpful.  It was difficult at first but as I shared things became easier and easier and I was 
finally beginning to feel free and proud of my service in Vietnam. I also attended a 12-week course, Reboot 
Recovery, a faith-based course helping Veterans deal with the trauma of war.
 I’m sharing this about my life because I know I’m not unique, I have met many Veterans since 2016 who also 
struggle.  We are good at hiding our pain, and many times we think this is just the way it’s always going to be, 
things will never change.
 Well, that’s not true!  There is help for us, but you must want it, you must apply yourself and begin to make the 
necessary changes in your life to get different results.  Thanks for allowing me to share, I’m looking forward to 
seeing all of you this September in Texas!

Bud Wagner, 1st Vice President
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2nd Vice President
    Larry Burnett
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Christian - Tamar’s 2 Incredible Christmases
    Matt 1:3 - And Judah begat  Phares of Tamar, and Phares begat Esrom.
 Tamar was one of the most Blessed women of the Old Testament, Given one of the deepest faiths.  Who could 
have imagined that, for she was a heathen girl, who knew nothing about Jesus in her youth, for she was of a 
Caannite  family, a nation which actively hated and historically fought against Israel.  How is it possible that 
Tamar could play such an important role in 2 pre Christmases, and the Christmas at Bethlehem.
 Reading, Tamar’s astounding faith, should cause everyone to sink away in wonder and amazement of God’s 
Providence, for she was the 90 Great G. Grandmother of Jesus.   She lived nearly 4000 years ago; over 2000 
years before the birth of Jesus Christ, but she was Given by Divine Grace, to see by astounding faith, that the 
birth of Jesus, must come through her, a heathen women, a Canannite.   Tamar as you recall from the Bible 
was daughter-in-law of Judah.  She was the wife of Er, the oldest son of Judah, who strangely died during their 
honeymoon.   After Er’s unexpected death, according to custom, she married her husband’s brother, Onan, who 
incredibly also strangely died during their honeymoon.  To understand her two husband’s early deaths, we must 
understand the great enmity and hatred Judah’s two sons personally bore for their grandfather’s God, Jesus 
Christ.   Yes, Tamar’s two dead husbands greatly despised God; and like Esau their uncle, they were christian 
reprobates, for they too deeply despised their Christian birthright.   They certainly didn’t want anything to do with 
Jehovah, much less be used to advance God’s Plan and produce one of the 74 pre Christmas children of the 
Old Testament, as a continuous linage to bring forth Jesus Christ, in the fulness of time.   They wanted nothing 
to do with Grandfather Jacob’s God.  Because of their christian reprobation, We read that God slew both of 
Tamar’s husbands, very early in their lives; because they so openly, so deeply hated Him.  Yes, They wanted 
nothing to do with God, nor did they want to have their human lineage, to be connected in anyway to the lineage 
of Jesus Christ.  It was a deep, abiding, bitter, hatred, hatred, which Judah, their father, knew of, but tragically 
did not do nothing about.   
      But God had other plans.   His Divine Plan of His Son, Jesus Christ, would most certainly be born according 
to His Grand Master Blueprint.   Yes, Christmas genealogy would appear to skip a generation; but would instead 
come directly from Judah himself, instead of through his children, in a way Judah did not know of, or plan, or 
calculate.   Yes, Satan’s plan to interrupt the Golden Chain of Christ’s lineage, would fail, for all the Promises of 
God are; Yea, and Amen, in Jesus Christ.  O, How mysteriously God would work.  To understand this better we 
must also know that as such, Tamar’s first two husbands were the real grandsons of Isaac, and the great 
grandsons of Abraham.  What a Royal heritage they possessed, that they willfully, threw away, for they were 
reprobates. 
  As we said, Tamar obviously did not belong to Abraham’s Royal Godly Family, by birth, but she enters this 
Bible Scene and Narrative, instead, only by her marriage, by adoption, by being engrafted in, within this Blessed 
family.  What could be more absurd, more impossible,  more improbable.   she was a heathen, a Caannite, the 
historic bitter enemy of Israel, and yet her Christian faith would outshine many of the Old Testament saints. 

Words from the Chaplain of The 
                5th Division

          Ron VanBeek
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Carl’s Story

As many of you may recall, Noretta Willig was our guest speaker at the Norfolk reunion.  Her uncle, Carl Willig, 
was in the 5th Division during WWI and was killed during the battle of St Mihiel in September 1918, but whose 
body was never recovered.  In September 2006 two relic hunters stumbled over something protruding in the 
ground and their metal detectors beeped.  As they dug, they found human remains, eventually identified as the 
remains of three soldiers by the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command, JPAC.  One of these soldiers was Carl 
Willig.

As Carl’s only next of kin, Noretta was contacted and eventually brought Carl home to rest with his family.  She 
wrote a book, Carl’s Story, which is a wonderful work of art that examines the impact of a soldier’s death in 
WWI.

To honor her uncle, Noretta purchased a brick for the Walk of Honor at the National World War I Museum and 
Memorial in Kansas City.  For those of you that attended the reunion in Kansas City in 2017, you may recall the 
bricks during our visit to the museum including the brick purchased by the Society for the 5th Division.

The Museum hosted the Vietnam traveling wall starting May 19th through Memorial Day, May 30th.  As part of 
the Museum’s Memorial Day ceremony, the new bricks were dedicated and the Vietnam Wall exhibit was 
closed.  The guest speaker highlighted the story of Carl’s discovery and eventual return to rest with his family.  
Noretta attended the ceremony to honor both her uncle and the 5th Division.  The picture is Noretta and myself 
standing above Carl’s brick.

  

Bob Dudley
Past President
Charlie 5/4 Arty
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This page is dedicated to those who may
need prayers, cards and maybe a phone
call. If you know of anyone who should be 
listed please email the names, thank you.

Ken Magnett 29 East Ridge Rd. Eddyville, Ky., 42038
765-210-1513 Multiple cancer from Agent Orange

Tom Owens 2677 Beacon Drive, Doraville, Ga., 30360-2601
404-984-7005 hospice care

The Sperling's 14503 NE 257th Ave., Brush Prairie, Wa., 
98606  360-798-7111 forced to vacate home because of 
closeness of forest fire.

Robert Rochell 1129 Castle Bluff Circle Waco , Texas, 76712
254-723-3280

Taps

Gerald Maksymouicz   died 12/24/22  5th Division
                                                             96th Chemical

Raymond Rowe             died11/15/22  A-1/61
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    From the keyboard of your 
      Editor Dave Kocan 1/61
        Charlie "C" Company

Happy New Year to this is 2023. Did you ever think 
that you would still be here? Lots of exciting thinks 
happening over the next few months. Valentine's Day 
2/14, President's Day 2/20, Ash Wednesday 2/22. In 
March Saint Patrick's Day 3/17, Spring arrives 3/20
Vietnam Veteran's Day 3/29. April starts with one of 
my favorite days April Fool's Day 4/1, Palm Sunday
4/2, and Easter 4/9, after that its time to plant your 
gardens. I forgot to mention that on 1/31/1990 
Operation Just Cause came to an end.

The front cover was from unknown children who sent 
me a Christmas card from an organization that sends 
cards to those who have been infected with Agent
Orange. The cards come from all over the country at
Veteran's Day and Christmas.

If you are sitting at home with your nose stuck to the 
internet and the news, get off your butt and volunteer
America  needs you now.

CLIMATE CONTROL IS NOT WORKING !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

HAVE A SAFE AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR
      SEE YOU IN SAN ANTONIO
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National Museum of the US Army 
Unit Tribute Plaques 

 
The National Museum of the United States Army is the official museum for the history of the 
United States Army and is located at Fort Belvoir, VA just outside Washington, DC.  
Fortunately, the museum is located adjacent to the fort so you do not have to go through 
security to access it.   It opened on November 11, 2020. The objectives of the museum are to 
honor America's soldiers, preserve Army history, and educate the public about the Army's 
role in American history.   
 
The museum has a Path of Remembrance leading to the museum that incorporates 12” x 18” 
Unit Tribute plaques that line the path. As I walked along the path, I noticed that a large 
percentage of the plaques were dedicated to Army divisions.  I immediately thought that the 
Society should pursue purchasing a plaque. 
 

 
 
A motion was passed at the national business meeting during the Springfield reunion to 
explore purchasing a plaque for the 5th Division – the plaques are $5,000.  A four-man 
committee was established to develop a design for the plaque: 

• Mike Cooper 
• Jim Donivan 
• Bob Dudley 
• George Shoener 

The museum has guidelines for plaque design and installs the them twice a year. 
 
2023 Installation #1 
- Deadline for plaque payment in full is February 15, 2023.   
- Deadline for plaque design submission is February 15, 2023.  Following that, groups may 
have up to 3 rounds of proof editing.  Army Historical Foundation (AHF) has final approval on 
all plaque inscriptions and designs.   
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- Plaque fabrication is 7- 8 weeks.   
- Installation date window at Museum is May (prior to Memorial Day). 
 
2023 Installation #2: 
- Deadline for plaque payment in full is August 15, 2023.  
- Deadline for plaque design submission is August 15, 2023.  Following that, groups may have 
up to 3 rounds of proof editing.  AHF has final approval on all plaque inscriptions and designs.   
- Plaque fabrication is 7-8 weeks.   
- Installation date window at Museum is November (prior to Veterans Day). 
 
The committee developed three different designs and submitted them to the Society’s 
Executive Board on 22 November 2022.  The design that was approved is below: 

 

5TH INFANTRY DIVISION

"

RED DEVILS

"
"WE WILL"

PATTON'S RED DIAMOND DEVILS

WORLD WAR I WORLD WAR II
COLD WAR VIETNAM PANAMA

ORGANIZED DECEMBER 11, 1917
CAMP LOGAN, TEXAS

INACTIVATED NOVEMBER 24, 1992
FORT POLK, LOUISIANA

 
The approved design was submitted to the Army Historical Foundation on 28 November 2022.  
They have acknowledged receipt of both the design and payment for the plaque.  Hopefully 
it will be approved soon for installment in May 2023. 
 
Bob Dudley 
Past President 
C 5/4 Artillery 
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VA will launch new life insurance program in January, making life insurance available to more Veterans than 
ever before
Nov 30, 2022 9:00 am

WASHINGTON — On Jan. 1, 2023, the Department of Veterans Affairs will open enrollment for Veterans Affairs 
Life Insurance — the first new VA life insurance program for Veterans in more than 50 years — extending 
VALife access to millions of Veterans.

VALife will provide up to $40,000 of whole life insurance for all Veterans, age 80 or under, with 
service-connected disabilities rated from 0-100%. Acceptance in the program is guaranteed, and no medical 
underwriting is required.

It will also allow Veterans to complete their application online, receive instant decisions, and perform self-service 
functions — including electronic payments and beneficiary updates.

“All Veterans deserve to know that their families will have financial support when they pass away,” said VA 
Secretary Denis McDonough. “VALife is a critical step toward making that goal a reality, helping VA provide 
more life insurance to more Veterans than ever before in our nation’s history.”

VALife will increase Veteran access to life insurance in several ways:

There is no time limit to apply: VA’s existing life insurance program for service-disabled Veterans, 
Service-Disabled Veterans Insurance, required most Veterans to apply for insurance within 2 years of receiving 
their disability rating.  VALife has no such time constraint for Veterans aged 80 and under.  
There is no health requirement to apply: Under S-DVI, Veterans had to be in good health except for 
service-connected conditions. VALife has no medical evaluation tied to it.
Veterans are eligible for more coverage than before: Under S-DVI, most Veterans could only receive up to 
$10,000 of coverage. Under VALife, all Veterans are eligible for up to $40,000 of coverage.
VALife premium rates are competitive with, or better than, similar coverage available in the private sector, and 
$40,000 of coverage is more coverage than other like products offered. The policy will build cash value after the 
first two years of coverage when the face value goes into effect. If a Veteran passes away during this two-year 
waiting period, the named beneficiary will receive all premiums paid plus interest. Unlike S-DVI, Veterans will 
not be able to get a waiver for their premiums.

VA currently serves nearly 6 million Veterans, service members and their families with more than $1.2 trillion of 
insurance. Veterans currently enrolled in S-DVI will have the option to keep their current coverage or switch to 
VALife. These Veterans can apply for VALife at any time after Jan. 1, 2023; however, if they apply between Jan. 
1, 2023, and Dec. 31, 2025, they can also retain coverage under S-DVI during the two-year waiting period for 
the VALife death benefit to go into effect.

Veterans will no longer be able to apply for S-DVI after VALife launches Jan. 1, 2023. However, eligible 
Veterans still have the opportunity to apply for the program between now and Dec. 31, 2022.

To learn more, visit VALife. Information can also be found in the final rule, which posted for public inspection 
today, Nov. 30.

###
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SOCIETY OF THE FIFTH DIVISION

John Estrada - National Secretary

P.O. Box 5764

Oroville, CA 95966-8823

The dues for membership in the Society are $15.00 for annual membership. Any member wishing to become a 
LIFE member may do so by paying the following one-time dues: age less than 61, $150.00; age 61-69, $75.00; 

age over 70, $50.00. All LIFE members are subject to any special assessments declared by the 
Executive Board or adopted at any meeting. 

“WE WILL”

THE 
SOCIETY
OF THE
FIFTH 

DIVISION
UNITED
STATES
ARMY

MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL APPLICATION

Having served honorably
with the Fifth Infantry
Division, I wish to:

■ become a member in

■ renew my
membership in

… the Society of the 
Fifth Division as:

■ a full member

■ an Associate Member

and herewith submit my
annual dues of $15.00, 
to include a year’s 
subscription to the Red
Diamond Magazine.

Date ______________

Name _______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City ________________________________________

State ____________ Zip ________________________

Email ______________________________________

I served in ___________________________________
Co, Bty, Trp / Battalion / Regiment / Brigade

■ WW-II  ■ Vietnam  ■ Panama

■ Other ________________________________

$ ________ Gift to the Society.

Make checks payable to: Society of the Fifth Division

Send to: Secretary: John Estrada
Society of the Fifth Division
P.O. Box 5764
Oroville, CA 95966-8823

PLEASE PRINT FULL NAME
AND ADDRESS CLEARLY.
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SOCIETY OF THE FIFTH DIVISION
John Estrada - National Secretary

P.O. Box 5764

Oroville, CA 95966-8823

The dues for membership in the Society are $15.00 for annual membership. Any member wishing to become a 
LIFE member may do so by paying the following one-time dues: age less than 61, $150.00; age 61-69, $75.00; 

age over 70, $50.00. All LIFE members are subject to any special assessments declared by the 
Executive Board or adopted at any meeting. 

“WE WILL”

THE 
SOCIETY
OF THE
FIFTH 

DIVISION
UNITED
STATES
ARMY

MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL APPLICATION

Having served honorably
with the Fifth Infantry
Division, I wish to:

■ become a member in

■ renew my
membership in

… the Society of the 
Fifth Division as:

■ a full member

■ an Associate Member

and herewith submit my
annual dues of $15.00, 

to include a year’s 

subscription to the 

Red

Diamond Magazine

.

Date ______________

PLEASE PRINT FULL NAME
AND ADDRESS CLEARLY.
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May 2020

August 2020

November 2021

Scott Murrah - National Secretary
PO Box 62176
Fort Worth, Texas, 76161

               Fort Worth, Texas, 76161
               PO Box 62176
                 Scott Murrah
Send to:   National Secretary

Make checks payable to: Society of the Fifth Division

$ ________ Gift to the Society.

■ Other ________________________________

  ■ WW-II ■ Vietnam ■ Panama
Co, Bty, Trp / Battalion / Regiment / Brigade

I served in ___________________________________

Email ______________________________________

State ____________ Zip ________________________ 

City ________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________ 

Name _______________________________________ 

February 2023
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